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What makes a place? 
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International congress of 

modern architecture  

(CIAM) 

 

‘We eat and drink 

copiously, and we’re all half 

naked' 
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Ville radieuse 

‘The Radiant City’ 
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‘City of the future’  
- Pi de Bruijn 
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‘A dream come true’ for architects. 

“We are going to present the world 

with a new far reaching idea, that’s 

Utopic, this is going far and really 

unusual. It was a fever, everyday, 

every moment, it’s direction" 
 
- Pi de Bruijn, Architect  
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The issues 
 

No road to the Bijlmermeer  

Nowhere to buy food 
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A raised cityscape driving 

experience 
 

No ‘centre’ 

Visitors would get lost 

No one to ask for directions, no one to encounter 
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The issues 
 

You wouldn’t encounter anyone, it was a desert 

 

The promised green space didn’t come 
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St Louis - Pruitt-Igoe  
 

33 high rises towers  

Residents move in 1954, pulled down in the 1970s 
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St Louis - Pruitt-Igoe  
 

The architect imagined, running rivers and trees 

through the building  
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St Louis - Pruitt-Igoe  
 

“They became sears of glass and garbage, rather 

than rivers of trees. The interior spaces were 

vandalised, the heating equipment torn apart, 

garbage strewn everywhere, lights smashed, 

windows broken” 

 

 

- City planner Oscar Newman 
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“We can’t see the common spaces” 
 

Newman believed if we couldn’t see the common 

spaces and look over them 

 

1972 Newman visited Bijlmermeer and warned of the 

same fate 
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Space with no human life to fill it or 

watch over it 

 

130000 storages spaces 

 

31 car parks 

 

110 KM of indoor ground level corridors 
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“There was no break, there was no 

stop. You should have said, stop 

building more units because they will 

be standing empty. These 

constructors had contracts for years 

and years of continuous building and 

they just did. It was like oil on the 

fire” 
 

Pi de Bruijn 
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Our process of 

designing places is 

fundamentally broken 
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We can only really know 

how something will 

function when it is used  



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 

When the masterplan 

fails, we see creative 

hacks highlight how it 

could function  
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Anti-sleeping spikes in storefront window by 

Kent Williams (CC BY 2.0) 
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Archisuits for bench sleeping by Sarah Ross 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 

We need open data so 

we can close the 

feedback loop, see how 

our plans perform and 

make change iteratively 
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Future of Planning for Future City Catapult (Snook) 
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Future of Planning for Future City Catapult 

(Snook) 
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Pimi Airbox developed 

by Tsinghua University 
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Our public realm is more 

than bricks and 

‘environment’ alone  
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Liveable Places 

Designing a world that works better for 

people 

Health and wellbeing 

Data 

Employment Housing 

Education Transport 

Government 

Environment 

Business 

The Dahlgren-Whitehead rainbow 
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We have to invest in 

operational expenditure 

and building platforms 

that support 

communities to flourish 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 

The Warehouse  
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The job of making a 

place work requires 

ongoing collaboration  
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Service 

Republic 
We are Snook | 

@wearesnook 

@wearesnoo
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Developed a multi agency 

working guide and principles 

 

Building a pattern language on 

what a place needs to thrive.  

 

Play 

Learn 

Belong 
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Patterns on how to deliver 

information and opportunities 

across the area 

 

Categorisation by age 

How to deliver information 

When to deliver it  



Improvement to service integration 

Focus on partnerships for prevention 

A platform for co-design with community 
Service 

Republic 
We are Snook | 

@wearesnook 

@wearesnoo

k 



Design Patterns Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin @wearesnook 



Design Patterns Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin @wearesnook 

Total Craigroyston 

 

7% increase in positive destinations of high school 

leavers 

 

76% reduction in exclusions of primary school 

children 

 

8% increase in stay on rate at the high school 

 

CLD showed 60% of young people taking part in 

clubs and activities 
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Co-designing from the 

bottom up and as an 

ongoing activity  
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We can prototype places 
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Our rate of 21st century 

innovation out paces our 

19th century institutions  
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And the risk or extra 

activity is always for the 

privileged 
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Build the operating 

structure for 

communities to start 

initiatives without 

barriers  



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 

“There is nothing for our kids to do 

since the school closed, we don’t see 

each other anymore!” 

 

Getgo Glasgow  
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“How did you find this out in 3 

weeks? The council still haven’t 

worked this out!” 
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Setup Getgo Glasgow 

as a micro finance 

scheme for community 

initiatives  
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Buildings aren’t final, nor 

is the ‘plan’ 

 

Placemaking is an 

everyday business  



Cork Evolves Sarah Drummond | @rufflemuffin 
@wearesnoo

k 

“I told the planners 

about the issues, and 

they said ‘it’s not 

finished yet, you have to 

wait’” 
 

- Pi de Bruijn 
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Our plans should focus 

on building the platforms 

that support people to 

start initiatives 
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Ensure our operating model, 

our governance, our 

organisational structure 

supports citizen innovation 

and reduce barriers 
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This requires co-creation 

across disciplines, 

turning development on 

it’s head. 

 

From waterfall to agile. 
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We need integrated 

multi-disciplinary teams 

and citizens working 

together to develop 

these platforms from the 

outset  
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We need to recognise 

our designs will evolve 

over time, and will ‘never 

be finished’ 
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Challenge our bias to 

make sure design is 

inclusive.  

 

Who’s not at the table? 
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We can only really know 

how something will 

function when it is used  
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A city is not a machine  

 

‘Life is chaos’ 


