
Cork City Strategic 
Employment Locations Study

26 July 2021 Draft Plan Stage



Cork City Centre

Docklands

Tivoli

Mahon

Blackpool / Ballyvolane

Wilton

Douglas
Ballincollig

Blarney

Tower

Glanmire

Strategic Employment 
Locations Study  
In support of the preparation of the 
Cork City Development Plan 2022-2028



 



 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
2.2.1 Project Ireland 2040: National Planning Framework ............................................................................................... 10 
2.2.2 Future Jobs Ireland 2019 ......................................................................................................................................... 11 
2.2.3 Remote Work in Ireland: Future Jobs 2019 ............................................................................................................. 12 
2.2.4 Ireland’s National Recovery and Resilience Plan ..................................................................................................... 12 

  
2.3.1 South-West Regional Enterprise Plan ...................................................................................................................... 12 
2.3.2 Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region 2020 ................................................................. 13 
2.3.3 Cork Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) ....................................................................................................... 14 
2.3.4 Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 2040 ................................................................................................... 14 

  
2.4.1 Cork City Development Plan 2015 – 2021 ............................................................................................................... 15 
2.4.2 Cork County Municipal District Local Area Plans 2017 ............................................................................................ 16 

  
2.5.1 Driving Recovery and Sustainable Growth 2021 – 2024 (IDA Ireland) ..................................................................... 16 
2.5.2 Powering the Regions: Enterprise Ireland Regional Plan 2019 ................................................................................ 16 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
4.3.1 Office Vacancy ......................................................................................................................................................... 29 
4.3.2 Industrial Vacancy .................................................................................................................................................... 31 



  

  

  

  
5.3.1 North-West quadrant ............................................................................................................................................... 36 
5.3.2 North-East quadrant ................................................................................................................................................ 36 
5.3.3 South-West Quadrant .............................................................................................................................................. 40 
5.3.4 South-East Quadrant ................................................................................................................................................ 40 
5.3.5 City Hinterland ......................................................................................................................................................... 43 
5.3.6 Urban Towns ............................................................................................................................................................ 43 
5.3.7 City Centre ............................................................................................................................................................... 47 

  

  

  

  

  

  
7.1.1 Office Enquires ......................................................................................................................................................... 55 
7.1.2 Industrial Enquires ................................................................................................................................................... 55 
7.1.3 Office Pipeline .......................................................................................................................................................... 56 
7.1.4 Industrial Pipeline .................................................................................................................................................... 57 

  
7.2.1 Methodology ............................................................................................................................................................ 57 
7.2.2 Jobs Growth Target .................................................................................................................................................. 58 
7.2.3 Disaggregation of Jobs Growth by Employment Sectors.......................................................................................... 59 
7.2.4 Application of Employment Densities ...................................................................................................................... 61 
7.2.5 Plot Ratios ................................................................................................................................................................ 62 
7.2.6 Floorspace and Land Requirements ......................................................................................................................... 63 
7.2.7 Preferred Scenario ................................................................................................................................................... 65 

  

  

  
8.2.1 Key Guiding Principles .............................................................................................................................................. 68 
8.2.2 Future Employment Locations ................................................................................................................................. 69 

  

  

  
9.2.1 Cork Science and Innovation Park ............................................................................................................................ 82 
9.2.2 KIlbarry ..................................................................................................................................................................... 83 
9.2.3 Innovation Corridor .................................................................................................................................................. 83 

  

  

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 



 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 

 



 

 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 



 

 

▪ 

▪ 

 

 



 

 



 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 



 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 

 



 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 



 

 

 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 



▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 

 

▪ 



 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

South-West Quadrant   

South-East Quadrant   

North-East City Quadrant   

North-West City Quadrant   

City Centre   

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

Office Stock Classified by Grade

Period

C

B

A



City Hinterland   

Urban Towns   

Total 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

 250,000

 300,000

 350,000

 400,000

South-West
City Suburb

South-East
City Suburb

North-East
City Suburb

North-West
City Suburb

City Centre City
Hinterland

Urban Towns

Industrial Stock Classified by Grade

A B C



 



 

 

 

 

10%

12%

2%
0%

58%

10%

8%

OFFICE VACANCY RATE BY LOCATION Q4 
2020

South-West City Suburb South-East City Suburb North-East City Suburb

North-West City Suburb City Centre City Hinterland

Urban Towns



 



 

 

 

 

 



ZO 2 - City Centre Commercial Core Area (CCA)  

ZO 5 - Light Industry and Related Uses – Tramore Road, Mayfield, Kilbarry, Churchfield 

ZO 6 - General Industry – Tivoli (Subject to LAP) 

ZO 7 - Business and Technology – Blackpool, Mahon, Model Farm Rd. 

ZO 8 - District Centres (max 10,000 sq. m office) – Mahon, Blackpool, Wilton, Ballyvolane, Douglas. 

ZO 9 - Neighbourhood Centres (max 100 sq. m office).  

ZO 16 – Mixed Use Development – Docklands.

Enterprise Zoning – Ballincollig (BG-E-01, BG-E-02) 

Business Zoning – Blarney (BL-B-01, BL-B-02, BL-B-03), North Environs (NE-B-01, NE-B-02) 

Industrial Zoning – Glanmire (GM-I-01), North Environs - Kilbarry (NE-I-01) 
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