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Message from the Lord Mayor

| am delighted to introduce the Cork City Heritage Plan (2015- 2020). The formulation of
this new Heritage Plan for Cork City presents an opportunity to build on the
achievements of the previous Cork City Heritage Plan (2007-2012) and to re-imagine the
approach to protect, manage, and promote Cork City’s Heritage.

The adoption and implementation of Cork City Heritage Plan (2015- 2020) will make a
valuable contribution to achieving many strategic goals of the Cork City Development
Plan (2015-2021) such as; “achieve a higher quality of life, promote social inclusion and
make the city an attractive and healthy place to live work visit and invest in” and
“maintain and capitalise on cork’s unique form and character” and “protect and expand
the green infrastructure of the City”.

Cork City’s Heritage has always been important to the people of Cork and this is
demonstrated by the huge amount of ongoing work that is being carried out by heritage
groups and organisations, local communities, individuals, voluntary organisations, the
local authority and educational institutions to promote protect and better understand
the heritage of Cork City. The information and contributions provided by numerous of
these individuals and organisations have enabled the Heritage Forum to develop a
meaningful Heritage Plan that addresses the Heritage needs and priorities for the City.
It is hoped that the Heritage Plan will add value, support and encourage this valuable
work already being carried out throughout the city.

| wish to acknowledge the dedication and hard work of the Cork City Heritage Forum, the
Working Groups, the Heritage Officer and all those who gave their time and energy to
the development of the Cork City Heritage Plan (2015-2020).

| look forward to the implementation of the actions of the Cork City Heritage Plan (2015-
2020) and seeing many successful projects over the coming five years which | believe will
further add to our knowledge and understanding of Cork City’s fascinating heritage and
history.

Councillor Chris O’Leary
Ard Mhéara



Message from the Chair

Cork has been recognised as a city since the 12th century and has a rich and diverse
Heritage which is reflected in its built, natural and cultural heritage. The Heritage of Cork
City gives it a unique identity and adds to the quality of life of its citizens and contributes
to making Cork City an attractive place to visit, study and work.

Heritage is not solely about the past. In our rapidly changing world heritage is also
continually evolving. We are creating the Heritage of the future while trying to
understand and enhance what we have inherited from the past. It isimportant to
balance the need for change with the desire for protection of our Heritage. Managing
our Heritage in a sustainable manner is essential to the challenge of supporting the
development of Cork City particularly in relation to its attractiveness and
competitiveness while still improving the care of our Heritage.

The actions and projects arising from the Cork City Heritage Plan (2015-2020) is a key
part of achieving this balance and assisting in making informed decision on the care and
management of Cork City’s Heritage.

The development of the Cork City Heritage Plan (2015-2020) marks the culmination of a
lot of hard work and cooperation by many individuals and groups and | would like to take
this opportunity to sincerely thank all those who have assisted in the development of
this Plan and in particular my colleagues on the Cork City Heritage Forum and the
Working Groups who gave so generously of their time and expertise. | would also like to
acknowledge the continued support of the Heritage Council particularly in the
implementation of the Plan.

I look forward to the realisation of the very worthwhile projects and actions in the Cork
Heritage Plan (2015-2020) which | know will bring significant benefits for our Heritage
and the people of Cork City.

Mr. Pat Ledwidge

Chairman of the Cork City Heritage Forum and Director of Services,
Strategic Planning and Economic Development
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1.1 The Heritage of Cork City

Definition of Heritage

Cork City’s Heritage is diverse, vibrant and can be seen all
around us. It includes Archaeology, Built Heritage,
Natural Heritage and Cultural Heritage together with our
archives, museum, libraries and other collections. Other
important elements of our Heritage include landscapes,
geology, and parks. It also includes local history and
folklore, maritime Heritage, turns of phrase and accents,
local customs and traditional food.

However Heritage is more than just the individual
material assets and environment of a place. It is also
about the relationship between all these elements and
the people of Cork City. In truth Heritage is all of these
things. Itis what we as a community have inherited from
the past and it is what defines our city, making it unique
and distinct from any other place.

Heritage in the City

Cork is a city of contrasts and is a mixture of many varied
cultural traditions. Its history spans from being a centre
of learning and piety in the seventh century to being a
prosperous port in later years. The Heritage of Cork City
maps and mirrors this diverse and continuous change in
Cork and its citizens, from the Vikings through to the
Victorians and into the modern era. It is this Heritage
which helps make Cork City the vibrant and interesting
place it is today. All elements of Heritage can be
experienced in Cork City.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

Archaeology

Cork City is one of the oldest cities in Ireland and has a
rich archaeological record. The city’s unique character
derives from the combination of its topography, built
fabric and its location on the River Lee at a point where it
forms a number of waterways. Cork was built on
estuarine islands in the marshy valley of the River Lee and
gradually developed up the steep hills rising to the north
and south. Even the name Cork is derived from the word
marsh (Corcach) in Irish.

There are few surviving ancient monuments above
ground in the city; however the buried Archaeology of
Cork embraces every era of Cork’s development.
Archaeological excavation provides information on the
origin, development and growth of the city as well as the
daily lives of its past inhabitants.

The earliest recorded settlement in Cork was a monastery
founded by Saint Fin Barre in the seventh century. From
historic sources it is evident that by the ninth century the
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CHAPTER 1: Introduction

Vikings were raiding Cork. It is possible that the Vikings
may have settled in the area but this is not supported by
archaeological evidence. However recent archaeological
excavations during the Cork Main Drainage Scheme and
on the South Main Street have contributed greatly to our
knowledge of the late Viking period in Cork, known as the
Hiberno- Norse period.

It is understood that the late eleventh and early twelfth
century settlements in the city consisted of a series of
raised clay platforms, surrounded by wooden fences on
which houses were subsequently built. The Hiberno-
Norse city was captured by the Anglo Normans in the late
twelfth century and the city was subsequently fortified
with stone walls.

Above ground there are only a few surviving medieval and
early post-medieval structures such as Red Abbey Tower
(fourteenth to fifteenth century) and Elizabeth Fort (early
seventeenth century). However the survival of the
medieval street pattern is evident within the modern
streetscape of Cork. The North and South Main Streets
together formed the central spine of the medieval city
with laneways and plots running off at right angles to the
city wall. These medieval laneways e.g. Cockpit Lane and
Angel Lane are today indicated by illustrated bronze
plaques.

Cork’s pre-eminence as a trading centre and maritime
merchant port in the eighteenth and nineteenth century
created the most tangible industrial Archaeology and
historic remains still survive in the contemporary city e.g.
Butter Market in Shandon, Blackpool brewing industries
and the Bonded Warehouses in the Port of Cork. Many
of the buildings that housed the industries and the
associated warehouses, grain stores, malt houses etc
have been demolished in recent years, some are derelict
or ruinous more are converted to new uses and some
have been sympathetically converted and refurbished.

The Cork City Development Plan (2015-2021) contains a
number of policies for the protection of our
archaeological Heritage. These cover areas such as the
preservation of archaeological remains in situ,
development on burial grounds, industrial Archaeology,
and protection of Cork’s Historic Street pattern.

Cork City’s archaeological Heritage is protected under the
National Monuments Acts. The Record of Monuments
and Places (RMP) is a list of all known monuments and
places of archaeological interest and significance. In Cork

these range from the town defences to Skiddy’s Alms
House and all the ground beneath the historic core and
environs.

Key actions have been identified in the Heritage Plan to
add to and build on the body of work already taking place
around the city for the protection and enhancement of
the Archaeology of Cork.

Architecture and the Built Heritage

The architecture and built environment of Cork City tells
the story of its commercial and social development over
time, documenting the progress of the city and reflecting
the lifestyle of the people of Cork throughout the ages.
The Built Heritage of the city also demonstrates the
different building techniques and materials employed and
the designs and styles of times gone by.

Much of the attraction of the central parts of Cork City
lies in its eighteenth to twentieth century buildings. These
range from villas and country houses on the hills to the
north and south of the city, the blocks of terraced
Georgian style houses associated with the military, the
churches and the cathedrals as well as the more modest
single and two storey homes provided for the industrial
workers. The mills, warehouses, distilleries and breweries
and other industrial and maritime buildings in the city
bear witness to the great economic expansion from this
time.

Often dubbed the city of steps and steeples, Cork’s Built
Heritage owes a lot to its fascinating ecclesiastical
buildings which range from the magnificent St Fin Barre’s
cathedral to the more modest Honan Chapel. Of
particular interest are the early eighteenth century
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churches e.g. St Paul’s and Christchurch which were part
of an extensive re-building programme after the Siege of
Cork (1690) giving the city a unique legacy from this
period. Some fine examples of classical domestic
architecture survive from this period too, in the
distinctive red-brick Queen Ann style e.g. 50 Pope’s Quay
or 11 Emmet Place.

The distinctive character of the city owes much to the
groups of vernacular buildings of the historic area of the
centre, and of the older suburbs such as Shandon Street
and Barrack Street. These buildings, sometimes of brick,
but more commonly of plastered stone, with great high
pitch slates roofs clearly visible from street level, have
distinctive yet subtle features e.g. bow fronts, dormer
windows, cambered arches over windows, suggesting
closer trading and cultural links with the south of England
and America than with Dublin.

The nineteenth century has left a wealth of civic and
institutional buildings, the two Cathedrals, the Port of
Cork building and Bonded Warehouse, the striking
Waterworks on the Lee Road, the churches, schools,
convents, and monasteries, epitomized perhaps by St
Mary’s on Pope’s Quay or St Vincent’s overlooking the
river from its precipice in Sunday’s Well.

The internationally renowned Christ the King Church in
Turner’s Cross is a high point of twentieth century
architecture in Cork. Following on from this in the mid
twentieth century, Roman Catholic churches were
designed and located with aim of housing God among the
people of the new municipal suburbs. These churches
and the associated and well designed schools, convents

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

and chapels represent a hugely important contribution to
the Built Heritage of Cork City.

The historic built environment is a key element in giving
each local area a certain character and is a physical
representation of our local history. It may not just be the
buildings but can include features such as bridges or
stepped lanes, windows or doorways, stone walls or
railings, an old trough or post box and even a plaque or a
nameplate. All of these things can give a place a special
character, which sets it apart, and links us to the past and
people who shaped our city.

Many groups of buildings in the city may not be of
individual importance but collectively they contribute to
the distinctive character of an area. Areas such as
Wellington Road/ St Luke’s Cross, The North Main St and
Grattan Hill/ Mahony’s Ave are designated Architectural
Conservation Areas.

There are over 1100 buildings and structures in Cork City
designated as Protected Structures. This is where a Local
Authority considers a structure or building to be of special
interest from an architectural, historical, archaeological,
artistic, cultural, scientific, social, or technical point of
view. These buildings are listed on the Record of
Protected Structures (RPS). A study undertaken in the city
centre by the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
(NIAH) recommended over 1500 further structures to be
included in the RPS. The process of listing these buildings
is currently being undertaken on a phased basis.

The Development Plan for Cork City contains policies for
the protection of Cork’s architectural and Built Heritage.
These include a policy to encourage the refurbishment of
historic built environment and a series of measures to
protect and preserve buildings on the Record of Protected
Structures (RPS) and Areas of Special Character (ACAs).

A number of schemes are also currently in operation to
enhance the Built Heritage of the city. These include
conservation grants schemes for ACAs, painting grant
schemes and the waiving of development fees for works
carried out on Protected Structures which require
planning permission.

Key actions have been identified in the Heritage Plan to
build on the body of work already taking place around the
city in relation to protecting and enhancing the
Architecture and Built Heritage of Cork.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020
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Natural Heritage and Biodiversity

Cork City’s Natural Heritage includes our geology,
landscape, flora and fauna. The variety of life is often
referred to as biological diversity or biodiversity.
Surprisingly for an urban environment, Natural Heritage
has always thrived in Cork, no doubt due to its estuarine
and wetland origins.

The city of Cork is built on a geology consisting of red
sandstone and white limestone, which is said to influence
the traditional Cork colours of red and white. The city has
an attractive physical setting formed by the River Lee
Valley and Estuary nestled amongst the ridges rising to
the north at Shanakiel, Montenotte and Tivoli and to the
south at Maryborough and Grange.

The River Lee, which is 65 kilometres long, runs from its
source in Gougane Barra, from west to east through the
heart of the city, splitting into the North and South
Channels, before discharging into to the sea at Cork’s
deep natural harbour. The rivers and waterways play an
important role in the layout and structure of the city and
are an integral element of the city’s landscape character.

Many mammals, birds, invertebrates and wild plants have
adapted to life alongside humans in our urban landscape.
Areas such as public open spaces and parks, walkways,
golf courses, playing pitches, graveyards and the gardens
of suburban houses all provide urban habitats and
sanctuary for wildlife in the city.

Habitats and wildlife exist in the most unusual of places.
The red, pink and white flowered Valerian (Centranthus
ruber), as well as the purple and white flowers of the Ivy
Leaved Toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis) occur in various
parts of the city, including urban walls, waste ground and
bridges.

The elusive Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) can be seen in the
shady banks of the River Lee while the vulnerable Black-
tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) spend their winters under
the protective bastion of Blackrock Castle. It is reported
that over 30 types of birds visit typical city centre gardens,
whilst the city is over flown by many other types of
migratory birds.

Foxes (Vulpes vulpes) have been seen slinking furtively in
suburban back gardens while a number of species of bat
e.g. Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) and Leisler
(Nyctalus liesleri), hunt for insects around the Lough. The
River Lee is home to fish species such as Salmon (Salmo
Salar) and Grey Mullet (Crenimugil labrosus) with the
occasional Harbour Seal (Phoco vitulina), Common
Dolphin (Delphinus delphis) and Orca Whale (Orcinus
orca) making an appearance, much to the amusement
and amazement of the human Cork City dwellers.

A range of sites within the Cork City area are protected
under National and EU legislation. These include the
proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA) at the Lough,
the western part of Lough Mahon, Douglas Estuary and
Cork Harbour. The Lough also has an existing status under
the Wildlife Act as a Wildfowl Sanctuary. The western
part of Lough Mahon is also designated as a Special
Protection Area (SPA) for wild birds due to the presence
of the significant salt marshes and intertidal mudflats.
Under the EU Freshwater Fish Directive the River Lee is
designated as a Salmonid river from its source to the Cork
City Waterworks, near the Lee Fields.

The Development Plan for Cork City contains a number
of policies for the protection of our Natural Heritage.
These include policies linking Natural Heritage with
recreation, producing a local biodiversity plan, protecting
amenity views and prospects, landscape protection
zones, ridge protections zones, river corridors, nature
conservation designations, tree preservation orders and
tree planting.

The Heritage Plan identifies key actions that will both add
to and build on the body of work already taking place
around the city in relation to protecting and enhancing
the Natural Heritage of Cork.
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Cultural Heritage

Anyone who has ever visited Cork City will know that the
people of Cork City maintain a very strong sense of their
own cultural identity and that there is a great pride in our
Cultural Heritage. Cultural Heritage is difficult to define.
The term Cultural Heritage often refers only to museums,
archives and libraries. However, it can also include aspects
of our Heritage such as language, music, genealogy, oral
history and folklore, sport, traditional food and local
history. Cultural Heritage can also be found in the subtle,
less tangible aspects of our Heritage including accents,
turns of phrase, local customs and collective memories.

Put simply, our Cultural Heritage links us to where we
come from, gives our everyday lives a clearer focus and
shapes an understanding of our city as a unique and
special place.

Cork City is fortunate to have a Cultural Heritage that is
rich and diverse. It is home to museums, archives,
libraries and third level education facilities, which are a
repository for fascinating and valuable collections of
Heritage items of local, national and international
interest.

Cultural Heritage includes our maritime traditions and our
links with the river and the sea. The city’s relationship
with the River is significant in shaping the development
of the city through providing a medium for transport,
communication, defence, commerce, biodiversity and
recreation. Cork’s maritime Heritage is also reflected in
the city’s coat of arms “Statio Bene Fida Carinis” - A safe
harbour for ships.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

Cork’s long military history is reflected in the number of
fortifications throughout the city e.g. Elizabeth Fort,
Blackrock Castle and Collin’s Barracks and in the names
of the streets such as Wellington Road, McCurtain Street,
Military Hill.

While not a bilingual city, Cork has a strong Irish language
Heritage with links to the Gaeltachtai to the west of the
city.

Traditional food such as tripe, drisheen and spice beef is
a legacy of Cork’s past as a trading port when the
provisions industry to the British colonies made Cork rich.

There is a great interest in the city in all aspects of this
rich Heritage. It is an integral part of city life. This is
reflected in the number of local Historical, Literary and
Scientific, Military and Irish language societies, to name
a few, in the city.

Cork City Council provides a focal point for Cultural
Heritage activities through its Arts, Sports and Irish
Officers along with services provided by the Archives,
Museums and Libraries.

The Cultural Heritage actions in this plan are designed to
help support and contribute to the existing cultural and
framework that will enable the citizens of Cork City to
relate and enjoy their Cultural Heritage.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020
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1.2 Cork City Council’s Heritage Services

Cork City Council provides a wide range of Heritage
services on an ongoing basis. These services are delivered
by a number of professional staff working in different
Directorates across Cork City Council and a summary is
set out below. The Cork City Heritage Plan seeks to
support the work carried out by those already working
and making a positive contribution to the Heritage of the
city within Cork City Council.

Heritage Officer

The Heritage Officer is based in the Strategic Planning and
Economic Development Directorate and works across the
Council providing advice and guidance on Heritage
matters. One of the main functions of the Heritage Officer
is to lead the formulation and implementation of the Cork
City Heritage Plan in partnership with the Cork City
Heritage Forum. It also involves co-ordinating and
managing the delivery of Heritage Plan Actions on an
ongoing basis in association with colleagues across Cork
City Council and local Heritage groups and organisations.
The Heritage Officer also inputs to the planning process
particularly in the area of Natural Heritage, on a regular
basis. The Heritage Officer provides advice and support
to members to the public, Heritage groups and
organisations and organises Heritage events such as Cork
Heritage Open Day and coordinates Cork City Heritage
Week every year.

City Archaeologist

The City Archaeologist is based in the Strategic Planning
and Economic Development Directorate and provides
archaeological support and assistance to all Directorates
within the City Council. The key role of the City
Archaeologist is to ensure the protection and
preservation of the archaeological Heritage of the city
and this is primarily done through the planning process.
The City Archaeologist is a licensed archaeologist and can
carry out archaeological monitoring, excavation and
testing on behalf of the City Council. The City
Archaeologist is actively involved in promoting knowledge
and appreciation of the history and Archaeology of the
city and for several years, through the City Council’s
membership of the Irish Walled Towns Network, has
organised a Medieval Day Celebration. Awareness raising
initiatives such as a strong publication record highlight the
continuous commitment of the City Council to promotion
of the city’s rich archaeological Heritage.

Conservation Officer
The Conservation Office is based in the Strategic Planning
and Economic Development Directorate. The

Conservation Office advises Council staff and the general
public on the architectural Heritage of the city, including
Protected Structures, Architectural Conservation Areas
[ACAs] and Cork City’s surviving historic and vernacular
buildings. The Conservation Officer inputs into the
planning process on a regular basis where it impacts on
the Built Heritage, ranging from commenting on planning
files, infrastructure projects and enforcement cases to
producing policies for the City Development Plan. The
Conservation Officer also administers and assesses grant
schemes, when funds are available for repairs to the
historic fabric of Protected Structures.

Cork City Libraries and Local Studies Section

For many years the specialist Local Studies Section Library
of Cork City Libraries has been a much-used resource for
all those researching the history and culture of Cork City
and county. The range of people using the library is very
wide, from school children to post-doctoral scholars
investigating all aspects of life in the region. The resources
of the library include books, maps, journals, photographs,
CDs and DVDs. One of the strongest features of the library
is an extensive collection of Cork newspapers both in
paper copy and microfilm which is very heavily used. An
unusual aspect of the library is a large collection of
ephemera including theatre and sports programmes,
parish magazines and posters and flyers about events in
Cork. All queries about Cork City and county are referred
to staff in the library which also provides a genealogical
advisory service, an area which has become increasingly
popular in recent years. Incoming material is indexed
comprehensively and the index to both books and
newspapers is available online. The Local Studies Section
in collaboration with the E-Library section has produced
the very popular Cork Past and Present website which
provides online access to a wealth of material about Cork.
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Cork City Public Museum

Cork Public Museum seeks to preserve, catalogue and
display Cork’s rich historical and archaeological Heritage
for the people of Cork and tourists alike. The Museum
acquires its collection predominately through donated
material and occasionally by purchasing items deemed
important to the city of Cork. Another important function
of the Museum is to facilitate research and provide access
to material for students, authors and other researchers.
A digitisation programme is planned for the future to
allow greater access to the public on line. The Museum
also offers guided tours to schools and college students
who visit the museum for educational purposes. The Cork
Public Museum hosts on average four to five exhibitions
every year dealing with a wide variety of topics from
historical figures like former Lord Mayors Terence
MacSwiney and Thomds MacCurtain to art installations
from the Cope Foundation. In addition the Museum
collaborates on a number of projects with other Heritage
institutions in the city including Cork City Libraries, Cork
City and County Archives and University College Cork
(uca).

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

Cork City and County Archives

Cork City and County Archives was established in 1971 to
preserve the archives of the Cork area for the benefit of
research, Heritage, and public inspection. Archives are
composed of the naturally accumulated records of an
organisation generated in the course of its activities that
have been selected for permanent preservation. Making
proper arrangements for the preservation of, and access
to, local records and archives is a statutory function of
local government since 1994. The Archives now holds one
of the largest and most important cultural assets held in
Cork, containing unique information relating to
innumerable institutions, places, people and events. Most
aspects of the social, political, commercial and cultural
history of Cork are documented in its holdings.
Collections include local authority archives from Cork City
Council and Cork County Council, Town Councils, and
various defunct local authorities such as the Workhouse
Boards of Guardians. Also held are major sets of personal
papers, business records, landed estate papers, solicitors’
papers, the records of various private organisations,
labour unions, charitable bodies and school records.
Many of the collections contain genealogical information
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that is not readily available elsewhere, for example, deeds
and property records, cemetery registers, workhouse
registers, and hospital registers. The Archives has an
active programme of listing and digitising records, and the
research room and web site are widely used by historians,
students, the media, social scientists, local community
and Heritage groups, local authority staff, and those
researching their family history. In 2006, Cork City Council
provided a new purpose built centre, the Seamus Murphy
Building that offers the most modern facilities for the
preservation and use of archives.

Cork City Council Parks Department

The Parks Department is a division within the
Environment and Recreation Directorate of Cork City
Council. The Parks Department functions are wide
ranging and involve the management and maintenance
of the City’s 1500 acres of public parks & open space
areas, including recreational facilities such as
playgrounds, sports pitches, walkways, cycleways, multi
use games areas (MUGAs) and the municipal golf course
at Mahon.

The Parks Department plays a leading role in the
planning, design, development and management of new
city parks e.g. Marina Park, the design concept of this 35
hectare site includes a sequence of urban water gardens,
watercourses and wetland areas. It is intended that the
park will also host cultural events and gatherings and will
be implemented over a number of years on a phased
basis as funding allows.

Another such park is the Tramore Valley Park, the former
Cork City Council Landfill Site at Kinsale Road which will
be redeveloped to a include 24 hectare parkland, 20
hectare wildlife and nature reserve, all weather pitches,
a dedicated area for marquee events, children’s
adventure playground and sports trails.

The Parks Department is committed to encouraging and
enhancing the biodiversity and Natural Heritage of the
city’s green infrastructure and works closely with many
local environmental groups and the Cork Environmental
Forum to develop Natural Heritage projects. Their
responsibilities also include tree planting and
maintenance, managing alien invasive species as well as
the developing and managing of public allotments.

The Parks Department is also responsible for the upkeep
of four cemeteries in the city including the historic
graveyards of St Joseph’s and St Finbarr’s. They also
comment on planning files, infrastructure projects and
develop landscape and recreational policies for the City
Development Plan.
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1.3 Value of Heritage

Value to Communities and Quality of Life

Heritage is of great value on a local level to communities
within Cork City. Whether in Blackpool or Blackrock,
Mayfield or Mahon, Gurranabraher or Glasheen a place’s
local Heritage helps to tell the story of its past but also
gives clues to how it evolved into what it is now. In a
rapidly changing world this gives a community a sense of
identity, security and greatly improves quality of life.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

Value to Local Economy and Tourism

Heritage has an economic value to the city. It has an
important role in improving quality of life for it citizens
and contributes to making Cork a good place to live, work
and study which in turn helps to encourage inward
investment as well as maintaining existing industries,
entrepreneurs and workforce.

Heritage is also a vital element of the tourism industry.
This is reflected in the recently produced Failte Ireland
Cork City and Harbour Interpretive Framework. Surveys
of tourists repeatedly show that Heritage is one of the key
attractions for them in choosing to visit Ireland and two
in every three visitors go to a Heritage site or visitor
attraction. Heritage and cultural tourism is growing
worldwide and Failte Ireland estimate that in 2013, 6.7
million overseas visitors came to Ireland spending an
estimated €4.5 billion.

Their surveys show that after Irish people, and scenery,
culture and history is the 3rd most important motivator
amongst overseas holiday makers in choosing Ireland as
a holiday destination. 83% of overseas holidaymakers
state that history and culture is very important when
choosing Ireland as a holiday destination.
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CHAPTER 1: Introduction

1.4 Role of the Cork City Heritage Plan

Heritage is not solely about the past. In our rapidly
changing world Heritage is also continually evolving and
being created. We are creating the Heritage of the future
while trying to understand and enhance what we have
inherited from the past.

It is important to balance the need for change with the
desire for protection of our Heritage. Managing our
Heritage in a sustainable manner is essential to the
challenge of supporting the development of Cork City
particularly in relation to its attractiveness and
competitiveness while still improving the care of our
Heritage.

The development and implementation of a Cork City
Heritage Plan is a key part of achieving this balance and
assisting in making informed decision on the care and
management of Cork City’s Heritage.

-
3
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1.5 Cork City Heritage Plan (2007 - 2012)

Cork City Heritage Plan 2007-2012 was the first plan of
its kind in Cork City. The Plan provided a framework to
set out Heritage objectives, priorities and actions within
the context of a structured programme. The Plan was
ambitious in its scope, themes and objectives. The plan
had four principal objectives and there were forty seven
actions covering all aspects of Heritage protection and
focusing on Built Heritage, Archaeology, Cultural
Heritage and Natural Heritage. By the end of the current
plan 66 % of actions had been progressed.

Cork City Council, The Heritage Council and other Cork
City Heritage Forum partners have invested
approximately €875,000 in the implementation of the
Cork City Heritage Plan actions.

Successful actions included Publications e.g. a Guide to
the Record of Protected Structures and A Guide to Nature
in the City, Surveys and Studies e.g. the Bridges of Cork
City, Development of Heritage Trails in Cork City Training
e.g. Seminar on Ironwork in Cork City, Museum Basics,
Events e.g. Cork Heritage Open Day and Heritage Week
and Annual Projects such as the Cork City Heritage Grants
Scheme and the Discover Cork Schools Heritage Project.
A full list is available in Appendix 1.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

An external, independent evaluation was carried out to
review the effectiveness, efficiency and impact of the
Cork City Heritage Plan. This involved consultation with
partners and the public, review of the actions carried out,
value for money, delivery and dissemination.

Overall the review found that the implementation of the
Heritage Plan was well managed by the Heritage Officer
and activities were pursued in a systematic and
appropriate way. Recommendations for the next Heritage
Plan included developing a plan with a stronger strategic
focus, increased participation from Heritage groups and
organisations, and an improvement in communication of
the Heritage message.
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2.1 Preparation of the Heritage Plan

The formulation of the new Heritage Plan for Cork City
presents an opportunity to build on the achievements of
the 2007-2012 Plan and to re-imagine the approach to
protect, manage, and promote Cork City’s Heritage.

Work on the second City Heritage Plan began in 2013.
The Cork City Heritage Forum met a number of times to
contribute to the external review. The recommendations
which arose from the evaluation of the previous Heritage
Plan with respect to the makeup and roles of the Heritage
Forum and Working Groups were taken on board and a
revised Cork City Heritage Forum was established. The
Heritage Forum consists of representatives from Local
Government, Government Departments and agencies,
community and voluntary groups, local history groups,
local development organisations and the business
community (See Appendix 2).

Consideration was also given to the National Heritage
Plan, The National Biodiversity Plan, the City
Development Plan and other relevant local and national
policies and legislation (See Appendix 3)

The Heritage Forum also established six Working Groups
to make recommendations on actions for the new
Heritage Plan. The Working groups consisted of Forum
members and invited relevant experts or those with an
active interest in or responsibility for Cork City’s Heritage.
These Working Groups covered the topics Built Heritage
and Archaeology, Natural Heritage and biodiversity,
Cultural Heritage,  education and research,

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

communication and PR, local Heritage groups and
organisations. (See Appendix 4)

The Working Groups met to formulate actions for the new
Heritage Plan. These recommendations were reviewed
and shortlisted by the Heritage Forum. In addition the
Heritage Forum identified some general principles and
themes which cross cut all of the actions. These are
summarised into four overarching goals for the Plan. A
series of draft objectives and actions were then identified.
These draft actions form the core of this Plan and will be
implemented over the life of this Heritage Plan (2015 —
2020). A draft Plan was devised and presented to Council
for approval to go to public consultation.

Public consultation is a very important part of the process
of developing the Cork City Heritage Plan. A public
consultation took place in April 2014 and a total of 25
submissions were received. (See Appendix 6) These
comments were reviewed and where possible
incorporated in the final draft of the Cork City Heritage
Plan.
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CHAPTER 2: Cork City Hetitage Plan (2015 - 2020)

2.2 Policy Background

Heritage is defined under the Heritage Act 1995 as items
such as monuments, archaeological objects, Heritage
objects, architectural Heritage, flora, fauna, wildlife
habitats, landscapes, seascapes, wrecks, geology,
Heritage gardens and parks and inland waterways.

The importance of heritage is also recognised in the Cork
City Corporate Plan (2015 — 2019) and the Cork City
Development Plan (2015 — 2021). The preparation of the
new Cork City Heritage Plan (2015-2020) also responds
to the requirements of the various national policies and
plans including the National Biodiversity Plan (2011 —
2016) and the Heritage Council Strategic Plan (2012-
2016).

The Cork City Biodiversity Action Plan was reviewed in
2014. It was found that many of the actions were not
completed due to lack of resources both human and
financial. Those actions not completed have been
incorporated into the Cork City Heritage Plan 2015 - 2020.
This is outlined in Appendix 5.
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2.3 Content of the Heritage Plan

The Cork City Heritage Plan is an action plan and sets out
a series of realistic and practical actions to protect
conserve and manage our Heritage over the next five
years and a methodology on the implementation of these
actions.

The Plan does not contain actions on every aspect of
Heritage, as this would be impossible to achieve in five
years. A conscious decision was made to keep to a
realistic number of actions and in so doing 13 priority
objectives were identified.

A number of key challenges emerged from the Heritage
Forum and Working Group meetings and the public
consultation process. These included a need to work
together with fewer resources both human and financial,
to achieve the aims of the Heritage Plan. In practical
terms this means that the new Plan has fewer actions,
which are more strategic and focussed. The Plan also aims
to enable the whole community to take part in the work
of caring for and managing our local Heritage. It will
facilitate relevant stakeholders and others to work
together to achieve result in a mutually beneficial way so
all parties benefit and their expertise is valued and
rewarded. We must also be aware of the interests of
building owners and businesses so actions in the Plan
have been framed with a view to balancing the interests
of all parties and stakeholders within our local
communities. The Plan will also contribute to Cork City’s
economy by supporting the tourism and recreation
sectors which are underpinned by our natural, built and
Cultural Heritage.

A number of issues were identified such as care and
conservation of institutional buildings, dereliction, litter
and vandalism which are outside the remit or control of
the Heritage Plan. However the Heritage Forum
acknowledges that these are valid and important issues
to the Heritage of Cork City and will review progress with
regard to these issues during this five-year plan.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

2.4 Aim, Goals, Objectives and Actions
of the Plan

The Heritage Plan sets out four high level goals, under
which there are a total of 13 objectives which will be
undertaken during the lifetime of the Plan. A number of
actions are attached to each objective and outline how
the objective is to be met.

Each objective meets the overall aim of the plan and may
contribute to more than one goal. Wherever possible,
actions are clear with an indication of a timeframe and
key performance indicators (KPI) clearly identified.
However given the uncertainty in relation to resources,
both financial and human at implementation stage, it is
important that the Plan retains flexibility to respond to
changing circumstances.

The overall aim of the
Cork City Heritage Plan is;

“To protect and promote
the Heritage of Cork
City and to place the

care of our Heritage at
the heart of the

community”
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Heritage Plan Goals

Promote care and management of our Heritage
Caring and managing our Heritage is at the core of what the Heritage Plan sets out to do. This is achieved
through promoting best practice and encouraging the care, conservation and protection of our Heritage.

Communicate Heritage message to a wider audience and raise awareness and enjoyment of Heritage.
The need for better communication of the Heritage message was one of the clearest outcomes from the
Heritage plan review process. Good communication is required to raise awareness of Heritage issues and
garner public support for the protection and care of our Heritage while also facilitating greater enjoyment
of Cork City’s rich Heritage for everyone. Heritage events will play a key role in attracting more people to
explore and enjoy their Heritage.
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Support education, research and training

Learning more about our Heritage by collaborating with collecting and research institutions and bodies,
and commissioning research which adds to our knowledge is important, as is providing training
opportunities for those interested in managing their local Heritage.

Increase level of community activity for Heritage and forge stronger links

with business and tourism interest groups

Heritage groups and organisations, dedicated individuals and local communities play a key role in caring
for and raising awareness of our Heritage and in adding to our knowledge of our Heritage. Their work
must be supported and we must meet the challenge of engaging more people across the city in this work
in a mutually beneficial way. Heritage also underpins the tourism industry and is an important element in
outdoor recreational activities.
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-2020

The following tables outline the goals, objectives and actions in this Heritage Plan. There is also an indicative timeframe
which may vary over the lifetime of the Plan.Each action has a Key Performance Indicator which is designed to measure

the effectiveness of the action.

Goal 1:

Promote care and management of our Heritage

o e e

Ensure care and
management of Heritage is
incorporated into new
plans, policies and projects
as appropriate

2 Investigate methods and
seek resources to
implement existing Heritage
related plans

Ensure that Heritage is

included and considered in

Cork City Council and
external plans as
appropriate

Investigate methods and
seek resources to protect

Heritage in the ownership of

Cork City Council e.g.
protected structures,
Heritage items, street
furniture, plaques and
memorials etc

Support actions from and
implement of Heritage
elements of existing plans
e.g. Medieval City Walls,
Seek resources to
implement Biodiversity
Action Plan actions

No of plans commented
upon or engaged with,
submissions made
What resources were
allocated i.e. budget and
staff

How many projects
developed

As required

How many actions As required
implemented

What resources were

allocated

How many actions were

implemented
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Goal 22 Communicate Heritage message to a wider audience and
raise awareness and enjoyment of Heritage

e e e e

Develop and implement a
communication strategy for

Heritage in the City

4 Promote and distribute
existing information on

Heritage

5 Continue promoting and
supporting Cork Walks

project

6 Support a programme of

Heritage events and
products

Develop and implement a
communication strategy
with high level messages,
social media and website
strategy, local PR strategy
and use of technology.

Create a brand/ logo for all

CCC Heritage Plan supported

projects

Make surveys, reports and
publications produced from
the previous Heritage Plan,
Heritage Council and other
relevant sources
summarised, disseminated
and made available in a
downloadable version on
line

Reprint publications as
necessary

Support printing of
brochures

Put on line and produce App
Promote and carry out PR
around the project.

Continue to support
Heritage Open Day and
Heritage Week

Identify where Heritage
element can fit into existing
events/ festivals

Support and work with
interested groups to create
new events e.g. Bioblitz

Support and work with
interested parties to create
new Heritage products e.g.
Heritage Apps

Was strategy developed
How many actions
implemented

Was brand/logo created

No of surveys, reports and
publications summarised
and disseminated

How many web versions
were produced How many
publications reprinted

No of brochures produced
Was On line version
produced and promoted
Was App produced and
promoted

Did Heritage Week and
Open Day take place

No of existing events and
festivals infiltrated

No of new events
organised

No of Heritage products
developed

Year 2

Year 1

Rolling

Rolling
Year 1,2 and 3

Rolling
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Goal 3: Support education, research and training

o e e

Develop a Heritage Research ' Liaise with existing

Plan

8  Support the provision of
Heritage training

9 Promote Heritage in Schools

educational bodies to
develop a Heritage Research
Plan which identifies
research gaps, priority
subjects and funding
Implement actions from
Research Plan

Audit training needs for local
Heritage and historical
societies

Develop and implement
training events on relevant
topics

Consult with relevant Cork
City Council Departments,
on priority training needs on
Heritage topics as
appropriate and required

Support training initiatives
for the public as required

Continue to support
Discover Cork Schools
Heritage Project and
evaluation effectiveness

Promote and disseminate
existing schools packs in
schools

Promote existing Heritage in
Schools programme e.g.
Time in transition, Green
Schools etc

Develop new schools packs
on a variety of Heritage
topics

Was Research Plan Year 3
produced

No of actions implemented

Did audit take place Rolling

How many training events
took place

How many attendees
How many training events
occurred for CCC and

public

How many attendees

Was Schools Heritage
Project evaluated

Rolling

How many exiting school
packs and programmes
promoted

How many new packs were
produced and distributed
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Goal 4:

Increase level of community activity for Heritage and
forge stronger links with business and tourism interests

obeve —aior i T imeame |

10 Promote the Value of
Heritage amongst tourist
bodies and business interest
groups

11 Facilitate and support the
work of Heritage groups
and organisations in Cork

City

12 Research the development
of avolunteer programme
for Heritage related work in

Cork City

13  Continue Cork City Council
local Heritage grants
scheme and expand to
support local Heritage

publications

Carry out a value of Heritage
survey and promote it
within tourist and business
interest groups

Work with Failte Ireland and
other tourism groups to
promote the value of
Heritage in Cork City

Work with Chamber of
Commerce and other
business group to promote
the value of Heritage in Cork
City

Liaise with Heritage groups
and organisations to identify
what services they require
and investigate methods of
delivery of those services

Implement delivery of
services

Research existing volunteer
programmes in Ireland and
other countries

Identify needs,
opportunities challenges
and benefits for volunteers
and Heritage institutes
Develop and implement
volunteer programme as
appropriate

Increase amount for grants
to €500 to €1000 per grant

Include a publication grant.
€10,000 per annum in total
with a view to supporting 2
publications per year

Did value of Heritage Year 1
survey take place

How many tourist or
business groups were
approached

Was there an increase in
the promotion of value of

Heritage by these groups

Rolling Year 2 -5

Year 2
Rolling Year 3-5

Were requirements and
methods for delivery
identified

How many services were
delivered

Was volunteer programme  Year 4
researched

Was volunteer programme
developed

How many volunteers were
recruited

What range of work was

carried out

How much money was Rolling

allocated

How many projects were
supported

How many publications
supported
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4.1 Delivery of the Plan

The Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020 is a five year action
based plan. Each year a detailed work programme will be
drawn up setting out proposed actions for the year,
identifying a timeframe and partners. In addition each
action will include key performance indicators a delivery,
implementation, dissemination and review element. This
work plan will be agreed by the Heritage Forum. The
Heritage Officer will act as coordinator for many of the
projects identified in the Heritage Plan. However the
Heritage Forum will also seek the participation of key
partners and focused working groups in the delivery of
the actions identified. It is envisaged that the Cork City
Heritage Plan will be a partnership plan with many
stakeholders sharing responsibility for its implementation
in a mutually beneficial manner. The Heritage Plan is very
much for all the people of the city and is underpinned by
the principle of shared responsibility for our Heritage.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020

4.2 Role of the Cork City Council and
the Heritage Officer

Cork City Council initiated the Heritage Plan process and
facilitated its development through the work of the
Heritage Officer. While Cork City Council is a key partner
and will in many cases act as coordinator for projects,
through the Heritage Officer and other relevant staff, all
of the actions cannot be implemented without practical
support from others. While Cork City Council will play a
strategic role in the implementation of the Heritage Plan
it will be vital to secure practical support from all relevant
partners and stakeholders for the Plan to succeed.
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4.3 Liaison those Involved in Ongoing
Work that Benefits Heritage in the City

The Heritage Forum acknowledges the huge amount of
ongoing work that is being carried out by Heritage groups
and organisations, local communities, individuals,
voluntary organisations, the local authority and
educational institutions to promote protect and better
understand the Heritage of Cork City. It is hoped that the
Heritage Plan will add value, support and encourage this
valuable work already being carried out through out the
city. The Heritage Forum will support, where possible, an
interdisciplinary approach to Heritage management and
the principle of best practice.

4.4 Liaison with Cork County Council
and Other Local Authorities

The Heritage Forum acknowledges the close link between
adjacent Local Authorities and in particular Cork County
Council. Where appropriate The Cork City Heritage
Forum will endeavour to work with Cork County Council
and other Local Authorities on relevant projects and
adopt a common approach to particular issues.
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4.5 Liaison with Heritage Council

The support of the Heritage Council through their funding
programme for Local Heritage Plans, and for the Heritage
Officer post is vital to the ongoing work of Heritage in
Cork City. In particular the advice of its Professional
Officers and the ongoing support of the Heritage Officer
Training and Development Programme is acknowledged
as an important vehicle for training and exchange of
expertise and information between Heritage Officers
throughout the country.

4.6 Finance

An overall budget of €500,000 is estimated for the
delivery of the actions over the lifetime of the Cork City
Heritage Plan. This will not include the ancillary costs e.g.
administrative and professional, involved in delivering the
Heritage Plan.

Cork City Council is committed, in partnership with
others, to the delivery of the Heritage Plan over the next
five years and as resources permit. In addition to financial
support, Cork City Council will also support the delivery
of the Plan through the work of the Heritage Officer and
other staff.

The ongoing support of the Heritage Council is a key
factor in ensuring that the actions in the Heritage Plan are
achieved. Cork City Council will work closely with the
Heritage Council in the implementation of the Heritage
Plan.

Funding for actions from the Heritage Plan will also be
sought through the commitment of other key partners
identified through the actions of the plan. Corporate
sponsorship will also be sought for certain actions where
appropriate.
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4.7 Monitoring and Evaluation

The Cork City Heritage Forum and the Heritage Officer will
monitor the annual work programme and will meet on a
regular basis to review and evaluate progress. Each action
will have a key performance indicator to evaluation its
effectiveness. Minutes of the Heritage Forum meetings
will be submitted to the Strategic Planning and Economic
Development Functional Committee Meeting of Cork City
Council. An annual progress report will be prepared by
the Heritage Officer and submitted to the Heritage Forum
and the Strategic Planning and Economic Development
Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) of Cork City Council. In
addition an annual progress report will be submitted to
this SPC and the Heritage Council.
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APPENDIX 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012

Appendix 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012

Objective 1: To Protect and Enhance the Archaeology, Built, Natural and Cultural Heritage of Cork City

1.2

Action

Collate existing studies on the quay
walls and associated structures e.g.
timbers, slips, steps etc. Devise an
action plan to protect, conserve and
interpret these quay walls.

Potential Partners

Cork City Council (Various Dept), Royal
Institute of Architects Ireland, Port of
Cork, Various maritime interest groups,
Dept of Environment Heritage and
Local Government, Property Owners

Timeframe

Short term

15

Support and encourage local building
owners to include their buildings on the
Heritage Council Building at Risks
Register.

Cork City Council, Heritage Forum

Short term

1.6

Develop and promote proactively
existing and new areas of special
character e.g. St Luke’s /Wellington Rd,
North Main St, Grattan Hill /O
Mahony’s Ave etc.

Cork City Council, Heritage Forum,
Local Communities, Residents
Associations, Local Businesses

Short term

1.7

Commission and implement a plan for
the protection, management and
interpretation of the medieval city walls

Heritage Council, Cork City Council,
Irish Walled Town Network, National
Monuments  Section Dept  of
Environment Heritage and Local
Government, Property Owners,
Heritage Forum

Medium term

1.8

Prepare and implement a Biodiversity
Plan incorporating the following
elements:

e Establish a biodiversity plan working
group

e Identify and collate existing
research and publications relating
to Natural Heritage and Biodiversity.

e |dentify gaps in the research and
make recommendations for further
research

e Carry out a habitat and species
survey of the city

e Establish priorities and targets for
Biodiversity

Natural Heritage and Biodiversity
Working Group, Heritage Forum, Cork
City Council, University College Cork,
Coastal Marine Research Cork, Cork
Environment Forum, Cork Institute of
Technology, National Parks and Wildlife
Service, South Western Fisheries, other
Natural Heritage groups and other
partners as identified

Ongoing over the 5 year plan

1.10

Carry out a landscape assessment and
develop a strategy for Cork City and its
settings

Cork City Council, Biodiversity Working
Group, Heritage Forum, Landscape
Alliance Ireland other interest groups

Medium term
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Appendix 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012 continued

Objective 1: To Protect and Enhance the Archaeology, Built, Natural and Cultural Heritage of Cork City cont.

Potential Partners

Timeframe

1.13 Encourage individuals and businesses | Heritage Forum, Cork City Libraries, | Medium term
to provide for the long-term care of | UCC, Cork public museums, Cork City
Heritage documents and materials and |and  County  Archives,  Private
where appropriate donate them to | Collections, Cork City Council
Cork City Cork City Libraries, Cork City
and County Archives or Cork Public
Museum or other suitable institutions
1.14 Support and promote folklore and oral | Heritage Forum, Northside Folklore | Medium term
history collection and preservation e.g. | Project, Other Heritage and historical
Northside Folklore Project model societies, UCC
1.16 Create a local Heritage grant scheme | Cork City Council, Heritage Forum Short term
1.17 Promote and support Heritage | Heritage Forum, Cork City Council, | Short term
organisations within the City e.g.|Heritage Groups and Organisations in
logistically, publicity and other | the City
resources where available and
appropriate

Objective 2: To Promote Awareness, Appreciation and Enjoyment of the Heritage of Cork City

2.1

Promote enjoyment and good practice
of Heritage by producing a range of
high quality publications and Web
based Resources on topics such as
Archaeology, Built Heritage, Natural
Heritage and Cultural Heritage

Potential Partners

Heritage Forum and other relevant
partners, depending on the topic

Timeframe

Regular Intervals

2.2

Support existing and create new
Heritage Related Events on a regular
basis

Heritage Forum, Cork City Council and
other partners depending on event

Regular Intervals

2.3

Develop Cork Heritage Open Day as an
annual event

Cork City Council, Cork County Council,
Dept of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government

Annual

2.4

Promote awareness of historic
buildings and structures listed in the
Record of Protected Structures (RPS)

Cork City Council, Heritage Forum,
Heritage Forum and other partners as
identified

Short term

2.5

Investigate and promote ways of
recognising architectural Heritage/
conservation achievements and good
practice in contemporary design e.g.
award schemes

Cork City Council, Heritage Forum, Cork
City Challenge, Royal Institute of
Architects of Ireland, and other
partners as identified

Regular Intervals

2.6

Audit existing and identify new
Heritage trails and Heritage type
buildings/sites open to the public in the
city with particular reference to
accessibility and appropriate
interpretation

Heritage Forum Cork City Council, Cork
Civic Trust, Cork City Challenge, Failte
Ireland South West Region, Dept of
Environment Heritage and Local
Government, Office of Public Works,
Private Owners

Long term
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Appendix 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012 continued

Objective 2: To Promote Awareness, Appreciation and Enjoyment of the Heritage of Cork City cont.

2.8

Action

Collate and publish existing reports
and information on archaeological
excavations e.g. South Main St etc

Potential Partners

Cork City Council, Heritage Forum,
Archaeological Consultants, National
Monuments  Section Dept  of
Environment Heritage and Local
Government Property Owners,
Developers

Timeframe

Short term

2.10

Promote and support the work carried
out and the important collections of
the Cork Public Museum, Cork City
Libraries and Cork City and County
Archives

Heritage Forum, Cork City Council, Cork
City Libraries, Cork City and County
Archives, Cork Public Museum and
other partners as relevant

Long term

211

Encourage the extending of the
opening hours of places and buildings
of Heritage interest to include
weekends and holidays e.g. Museums
including military museum, galleries,
castles, forts and churches

Cork City Libraries, Cork Public
Museum, Cork City and County
Archives, Galleries Failte Ireland South
West Region, OPW, Heritage Forum

Short term

2.13

Create and manage an interactive
Heritage website

Heritage Forum and Cork City Council

Regular Intervals

2.14

for
for

Investigate
umbrella
projects

options
insurance

creating
Heritage

Cork City Council, Heritage Forum

Medium term

2.16

Create a brand and logo for the
Heritage Plan, Forum and actions

Heritage Forum

Short term

Objective 3: To Promote Interest and Knowledge in Heritage through Education and Training Programmes

3.1

Action

Identify needs and develop potential
Heritage projects for primary and post
primary students e.g. Discover Corks’
History Project

Potential Partners

Cork City Council Heritage Forum, Cork
Civic Trust, Schools, Department of
Education and Science and other
relevant educational institutions

Timeframe

Annual

3.2

Liaise with 3rd level educational
institutions on  developing and
promoting Heritage based studies

Cork City Council Heritage Forum,
Colleges, UCC, CIT, ETB, Department of
Education and Science and other
relevant educational institutions

Medium term

3.3

Support the provision of Heritage
training for communities, disabled
groups and youth organisations which
is socially inclusive and builds capacity.
Devise list of potential local Heritage
projects

Heritage Forum, Cork City Council, Dept
of Education and Science, Training
Organisations e.g. FAS, VEC,
Youthreach, Meitheal Mara, Cork City
Partnership Heritage and Historical
Societies

Long Term

Support the provision of training for
professionals, Heritage interest groups
and Cork City Council personnel on
best practice on a variety of topics

Heritage Forum, Heritage organisations
and other partners depending on topic

Regular Intervals
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Appendix 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012 continued

Objective 4: To Collect and Research Information on the Heritage of Cork City

institutions and individuals to carry out
research and disseminate information
on topics such as Archaeology, built,
natural and Cultural Heritage

Educational Institutions and other
partners as identified

Action Potential Partners Timeframe

4.1 Audit bridges of city and identify Heritage Council, Cork City Council, | Short term
conservation and maintenance Heritage Forum and other relevant
measures organisations

4.2 Update and collate databases and|Cork City Council, Heritage Forum, | Medium term
directories of traditional materials and | County Council, Providers/Suppliers
service providers for homeowners and | and other relevant organisations
developers

4.4 Carry out research into appropriate | Cork City Council, Other local|Longterm
energy improvement measures for | Authorities, Energy Agencies and other
Heritage and historic buildings relevant organisations

4.6 Carry out a survey of trees in the city in | Cork City Council, Biodiversity Working | Regular Intervals
a phased manner, to identify those | Group, Heritage Forum
suitable for protection e.g. Tree
Preservation Order (TPO)

4.10 Work with relevant educational | Heritage Forum, Cork City Council | Regular Intervals

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020




APPENDIX 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012

Appendix 2: Heritage Forum Members

Name Organisation

Ms AnNN BOgaNn .......cceeeeeeeeveciiiiieeeeeeen, Senior Planner, Planning Policy, Cork City Council

Mr Dan Breen.....ccocceeeeeeeeeciivieeeeeeeen, Cork Public Museum, Cork City Council

Ms Ciara Brett .....ccvveeeeeeiieiiiiieeeeeee, Archaeologist, Cork City Council

Councillor Tim Brosnan..........ccccecuvuees Cork City Council

Mr Michael Holland ...........cccceeeeenna. University Curator University College Cork

Mr Pat Ledwidge ......cccceevveurrinnneeennnn. Chairman of the Cork City Heritage Forum and Director of Services,

Strategic Planning and Economic Development

Mr Conall MacAonghusa..................... Cork Chamber of Commerce

Dr Darren McAdam O Connell ............ Cork Environmental Forum

Councillor Kieran McCarthy ................ Cork City Council

Mr Brian McGee.......eevveeevevinrieeeeeeeenn, City Archivist, Cork City Council

MrJohn X Miller......cccccoviienieiniienneene Cork Civic Trust

Ms Josephine O Driscoll...................... Failte Ireland South West Region

Mr Damien O Mahony ........ccccceeeeenne. Tourism Event Arts and Marketing, (TEAM) Cork City Council
Mr Liam RONayNe.....ccccceevecvvvveneeeeeenne City Librarian, Cork City Libraries, Cork City Council
Mr Pat RUANE .....cccvvvveeeeeeeciiieeeee e, Conservation Officer, Cork City Council

Mr Kevin Smyth.......ccoooviiiiiiiiecciee, Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland

Mr Tom Spalding ......cceeeevveviiiiineeeennn, An Taisce

Ms Niamh Twomey ........ccccevvveeeeeeeenn. Heritage Officer, Cork City Council

Ms Mairead Weaver.......ccccceeeeeeeeeennnn. Archaeologist, National Monuments, DAHG

Individuals listed are those involved in formulating the Heritage Plan. As with all such groups, the individuals representing
each organisation on the Forum will change from time to time.
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Appendix 3: Relevant Legislation and Policy

National and EU Legislation

The following is a list of important
national and EU legislation for the
protection, conservation and
enhancement of our Heritage. The
full text of the Irish legislation is
available at
http://irishstatutebook.ie
legislation is available at
http://europa.eu/documentation/|
egislation/index en. htm

Archaeological Heritage

National Monuments Acts 1930 —
2004

National Cultural Institution Act
1997

Built Heritage

Local Government Planning and
Development Acts 2000-2011
Architectural Heritage (National
Inventory) and Historic
Monuments (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1999

Natural Heritage

Wildlife Acts 1976 -2011
European Communities (Natural
Habitats) Regulations, 1997

Birds Directive (Council directive
79/409/EEC), 1979 (ratified 1985)
Habitats Directive (Council
Directive 92/43/EEC), 1992
(ratified 1999)

Water Framework Directive
(Council Directive 2000/60/EC),
2000

Freshwater Fish Directive (Council
Directive 78/659/EC) 1978
Groundwater Directive (Council
Directive 2006/118/EC) 2006
Whale Fisheries Act, 1937
Fisheries (Consolidation) Act 1959
Fisheries (Amendment) Acts 1999-
2003

Sea Fisheries and Maritime
Jurisdiction Act 2006

Inland Fisheries Act 2010

Natural Heritage cont.
Environmental Liability Directive
(Council Directive 2004/35/EC)
2004

Environmental Impact Assessment
(Council Directive 85/337/EEC, as
amended)

Museums and Archives

National Cultural Institutions Act,
1997

Local Government Act, 1994 and
2001

National Archives Act, 1986

Civil Registration Act, 2004

Heritage Planning

Planning and Development Act,
2000 -2012

Heritage Act, 1995

Environmental Impact Assessment
(Council Directive 85/337/EEC, as
amended)

Strategic Environmental
Assessment (Council Directive
2001/42/EC)

Landscapes

Planning and Development Act,
2000 -2012

European Landscape Convention
2000

Miscellaneous

Data Protection Act, 1988
Freedom of Information Act, 1997
Civil Registration Act 2004
Continental Shelf Act, 1968

International Conventions and
Agreements which Ireland has
signed and ratified

Ireland has signed and ratified
many International Conventions
and Agreements in relation to
Heritage protection including the
following which are of particular
importance.

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020
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General

UNIESCO Convention concerning
the protection of the World
Culture and Natural Heritage
(ratified 1992)

Archaeology

European Convention on the
Protection of the Archaeological
Heritage [Valletta Convention]
1992.

Built Heritage

Convention for the Protection of
the Architectural Heritage of
Europe (Granada Convention) 1997

Natural Heritage and Landscape
Convention on Biological Diversity,
1992 (ratified 1996)

Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural
Habitats (Bern Convention), 1979
Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(Bonn Convention), 1999
Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance (Ramsar
Convention), 1971

European Landscape Convention,
2000 (ratified 2002)

Agreement on the Conservation of
Bats in Europe (Bonn convention)
1993

Agreement on the Conservation of
African-Eurasian Migratory Water
birds (AEWA) Bonn Convention,
1996

Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species (CITES),
1994

Cultural and Natural Heritage
European Cultural Convention
(Paris Convention] 1954 Council of
Europe Framework Convention on
the value of Cultural Heritage for
Society [Faro Convention] 2005
UNESCO Convention for the
Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage 1972




APPENDIX 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012

Appendix 4: Working Groups Members

Archaeology and Built Heritage

Member Name Organisation

Ms Ciara Brett.....cccvvveeeeeeiiiciiieeeeeeeeiins City Archaeologist, Cork City Council

Mr John X Miller ......coovvieeiniieieiieeeeen, Cork Civic Trust

Mr Pat RUANE ... Conservation Officer, Cork City Council

Mr Tom Spalding......ccceeeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeciiies An Taisce

Mr Kevin Smyth .....cccooiviiiiiieeciee e, Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland

Ms Mairead Weaver ...........ccccccevvvviiinnnnnnn. Archaeologist, National Monuments, DoEHLG

Mr Damien O Mahony Tourism Event Arts and Marketing, (TEAM) Cork City Council
Dr Colin RYNNE .....cuvviiiieeieeeciiieeee e Cork Historical and Archaeological Society

Biodiversity and Natural Heritage

Member Name Organisation

Mr Liam CaSey ...ccccvvvvveeeeeeiiiiiieee e Parks, Amenity and Culture Dept, Cork City Council

Dr Fidelma Butler......cccceeeeeiiiieeiieeeiiins School of Biological Earth and Environmental Sciences, UCC
Councillor Tim Brosnan.......ccccccceeevvvveeenn... Cork City Council

Dr Darren McAdam O Connell ................... Cork Environmental Forum

Mr Danny O Keeffe........ccceeeevieeecciiecennen. National Parks and Wildlife Service

Ms Niamh TWOmMeY ........coooevvviveeeeeeeicinnns Heritage Officer, Cork City Council

Ms ANN BOZaN......cccuvvveeeeeeiiiiiieeeee e Senior Planner, Planning Policy Section, Cork City Council
Mr Finbarr Wallace ......cceeeeviieeinniienennen, Irish Wildlife Trust Cork Branch

Mr Ger Staunton..........ccci Cork County Bat Group

Cultural Heritage

Member Name Organisation

Mr Dan Breen .....ccccvvveeeeeeeiciiiiiieeee e Cork Public Museum, Cork City Council

Mr Michael Holland ...........cccooveeeieeiiiinnnns University College Cork

Mr Brian MCGEE ......uvvveeeeeeeiiirieeeeeeeeciines Cork City and County Archives

Mr Pat Ledwidge......cceeeeeeeiiiiniiieeeeeeciines Director of Services, Strategic Planning and Economic Development,
Cork City Council

Mr Liam RONAYNE.....uuveeeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeeeiines Cork City Libraries

Ms Cathy Buchanan ........cccccevvuveeeeeeeicinnnnes Meitheal Mara

Ms Mary O Driscoll ......cccoevveiiiiieeieeeiiinnes Cork Folklore Project

Dr Cliona O Carroll ......eeeeeeicciiiiieeeeeeeciines Cork Folklore Project
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Appendix 4: Working Groups Members continued

Communications and PR

Member Name Organisation

Mr Liam RONAYNE.....uuveeeeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeeeiienes Cork City Libraries

Mr Dan Breen .....cccvveeeeeeeeiciiiiieeee e Cork Public Museum, Cork City Council
Ms Niamh TWomMeY ........ccoeveivivieeeeeeicinnns Heritage Officer Cork City Council

Ms Josephine O Driscoll........ccccceveeeeiinnnnees Failte Ireland

Mr John X Miller ......ccoovvieiiniieieiieeeeen, Cork Civic Trust

Mr Conall MacAonghusa ........cccceeeeevennnnes Cork Chamber of Commerce

Education, Training and Research

Member Name Organisation

Councillor Kieran McCarthy .........cccuueeeee... Cork City Council

Mr Michael Holland ...........cccooveeeieenicinnnes University Curator University College Cork

Mr Mervyn Horgan ..........ccceeeeiiiiiiiiienennne, Lifetime Lab

Mr Brian MCGEE ......uvveeeeeeiciiiiieeeeeeeeciiins Cork City and County Archives

Dr David O Connell.......cccoevecniiieiieeeicinnns Director of Research Support Services, University College Cork

Local Heritage and Historical Societies

Member Name Organisation

Mr Mark Cronin .......ceeeeeeeiiciiiieeeeeeeeeeiins Blackpool Historical Society

Ms Breda Scanlon ........cccccoeeevviieeeieeeiccinnns Middle Parish and Coal Quay Historical Group
Mr Liam O hUigin .....ccccoeeevviiiiiieeieeeeiines South Parish Historical Society

Dr Richard T COOKE .....ceeeveiniriiiiieeeeeeiiines Cork Past and Present Heritage Exhibition
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APPENDIX 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012

Appendix 5: Cork City Biodiversity Action Plan actions to be incorporated into

Heritage Plan

The Cork City Biodiversity Action Plan (2009-2014) was reviewed in 2014. It was found that many of the actions were not
completed due to lack of resources both human and financial. Those actions not completed have been incorporated into
the Cork City Heritage Plan 2015 - 2020.

Goal 1: Promote care and management of our Heritage

Objective Biodiversity Action Plan action to be incorporated into Heritage Plan
1 Ensure care and management of 1.1 Review priorities and set targets for the biodiversity of Cork City
Heritage is incorporated into new
plans, policies and projects as 1.6 Implement the recommendations of the current research project
appropriate ‘Cork Lough Integrated Management Study (CLIMS)’ with regards the
management and improvement of water quality and environmental
conditions at Cork Lough for fauna, flora and recreation users.
4.10 Promote special and unique areas of local biodiversity such as
The Lough, Blackrock Harbour and Douglas Estuary.
2 Investigate methods and seek|4.1 Continue the Biodiversity Working Group and encourage
resources to implement existing | participation from non-governmental bodies, private industry and
Heritage related plans other sectors.

Goal 2: Communicate Heritage message to a wider audience and raise awareness and enjoyment of Heritage

Objective

Biodiversity Action Plan action to be incorporated into Heritage Plan

3 Develop and implement a 4.5 Continue to update and maintain the Biodiversity page on the City
communication strategy for Heritage | Heritage Website i.e. www.corkcityHeritage.ie
in the City
4.9 Create a slogan and identify a flagship species to raise awareness
of Cork City’s unique biodiversity.
4 Promote and distribute existing| 2.2 Identify gaps in biodiversity information through reviewing and
information on Heritage analysing existing data.
4.6 Prepare a series of high quality publications on Biodiversity e.g.
‘a guide to enjoying the wildlife and wild places of Cork City’
5 Continue promoting and supporting | N/A
Cork Walks project
6 Support a programme of Heritage | 4.3 Encourage the inclusion of biodiversity elements in existing and
events and products new events e.g. Tidy Town/ District competitions
4.7 Raise awareness and promote ‘Biodiversity Week’ and facilitate
the holding of biodiversity-related events.

-
3
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Appendix 5: Cork City Biodiversity Action Plan actions to be incorporated into
Heritage Plan continued

Goal 3: Support education, research and training

Objective

7 Develop a Heritage
Research Plan

Biodiversity Action Plan action to be incorporated into Heritage Plan
1.2 Identify priority habitats and species for conservation action

1.3 Carry out a survey of trees and semi-natural woodland within the city boundary and
identify trees in need of protection e.g. Tree Preservation Order (TPO).

1.6 Implement the recommendations of the current research project ‘Cork Lough
Integrated Management Study (CLIMS)’ with regards the management and
improvement of water quality and environmental conditions at Cork Lough for fauna,
flora and recreation users.

2.1 Liaise with and support the work of existing groups and organisations already
engaged with research and data collection in order to share information and exchange
knowledge

2.2 Identify gaps in biodiversity information through reviewing and analysing existing
data.

2.3 Continue the collection of new and existing biodiversity datasets for Cork City and
ensure a link to the National Biodiversity Data Centre.

2.4 Develop a coordinated programme of survey and monitoring of species and habitats
within Cork City. e.g.: The Glen, Cork Lough etc..

2.5 Promote the use of existing on-line databases for recording of city biodiversity data
amongst individuals, communities and other interested parties.

3.3 Liaise with third level educational institutions on developing and promoting
biodiversity-related projects

8 Support the provision
of Heritage training

3.4 Promote best practice in relation to biodiversity within the Local Authority,
developers and the general public

3.5 Support the provision of training on biodiversity issues for community groups,
professionals, biodiversity interest groups and Local Authority personnel

2.1 Liaise with and support the work of existing groups and organisations already
engaged with research and data collection in order to share information and exchange
knowledge

3.4 Promote best practice in relation to biodiversity within the Local Authority,
developers and the general public

3.5 Support the provision of training on biodiversity issues for community groups,
professionals, biodiversity interest groups and Local Authority personnel

4.4 Encourage and facilitate community groups, residents associations and other
organisations to develop and cooperate on local biodiversity projects

9 Promote Heritage in
Schools

3.1 Promote the use of Cork City’s green spaces by primary and post primary schools
for educational purposes.

3.2 Promote and support existing educational programmes e.g. Life time Learning,
Green Schools Programme etc

Cork City Heritage Plan 2015-2020




APPENDIX 1: Completed Actions from Heritage Plan 2007-2012

Appendix 5: Cork City Biodiversity Action Plan actions to be incorporated into
Heritage Plan continued

Goal 4: Increase level of community activity for Heritage and forge stronger links with business and tourist interests

Objective Biodiversity Action Plan action to be incorporated into Heritage Plan

10

Promote the Value of
Heritage amongst
tourist bodies and
business interest
groups

1.4 Develop a Greening of Cork programme incorporating projects such as incorporating
biodiversity into the design of an urban space and encourage wildlife-friendly initiatives
e.g. wild flower meadows, bird and bat box areas and other initiatives

4.2 |dentify funding opportunities and seek and develop new biodiversity partnerships
within sectors such as business, commerce etc

4.3 Encourage the inclusion of biodiversity elements in existing and new events e.g.
Tidy Town/ District competitions

11

Facilitate and support
the work of Heritage
groups and
organisations in Cork
City

4.4 Encourage and facilitate community groups, residents associations and other
organisations to develop and cooperate on local biodiversity projects

12

Research the
development of a
volunteer programme
for Heritage related
work in Cork City

4.4 Encourage and facilitate community groups, residents associations and other
organisations to develop and cooperate on local biodiversity projects

13

Continue Cork City
Council local Heritage
grants scheme and
expand to support
local Heritage
publications

1.4 Develop a Greening of Cork programme incorporating projects such as incorporating
biodiversity into the design of an urban space and encourage wildlife-friendly initiatives
e.g. wild flower meadows, bird and bat box areas and other initiatives

1.5 Encourage biodiversity projects that aim to raise awareness, promote the care of
and collect biodiversity information of the harbour, rivers, streams and other
watercourses within Cork City

2.1 Liaise with and support the work of existing groups and organisations already
engaged with research and data collection in order to share information and exchange
knowledge

4.4 Encourage and facilitate community groups, residents associations and other
organisations to develop and cooperate on local biodiversity projects
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Appendix 6: Submissions

Name

Ms
An Dr

Ms
Leifteanantchoirnéal
Mr

Hilary
Anthony
Stephanie
Anthony
Tom
Finbar
John
Mary
Yvonne
Yvonne
Michael
Tomas
Mary
Caoimhin
Breda

Jim

Alan Daniel
Conor O Toole
Gerry

Pat

Colin
Martin
Kieran
Ruth

Brian

Creedon
Beese

O Callaghan
Wade
Spalding
Wallace
Butler
Brady
Dalton
Nolan
Clancy
Bradley

O Driscoll

0 Conghaile
Scanlon

O Donovan
O Rourke
Kieran Hurley
White

Kelly

Walsh

Dier
McCarthy
Buckley

O Flynn
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Representating

Failte Ireland

Individual

Arts Council

Cork DFAS

Individual

Irish Wildlife Trust Cork Branch
Geological Survey of Ireland

Corporate Support Unit, Dept of Com, Energy and Nat Res
Dublin Airport Authority

Development Application Unit, DOAHG
Military Museum Committee

An Taisce (Head Office)

Cork Folklore Project

An Taisce (Cork Office)

Middle Parish and Coal Quay Group
Cork City Council

Individual

UCC 98.3FM

Cork Branch Western Front Association
Individual

Individual

St Fin Barre's Cathedral

Councillor

ICT and Business Services

Environment and Recreation Directorate
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